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Old, climatically buffered, and infertile landscapes (OCBILs) theory aims to elucidate the origins of 
high species richness and endemism on relatively subdued terrains. It also provides an explanatory 
framework to account for the extraordinary adaptations and life histories of sedentary organisms in 
these areas. Moreover, it also provides a conceptual framework for improving conservation efforts. 
In particular, OCBILs are expected to: (1) reduced dispersibility, increasing endemism and prevalent 
rarity; (2) favouring persistence of old lineages; (3) favouring heterozygosity; and (4) selecting for 
nutritional and other biological specialization. OCBILs are most abundant in the Southern 
Hemisphere where have been recently investigated. However, very few studies aimed at testing 
OCIBIL theory in North hemisphere. Consequently, much has to be learnt about the relevance and 
applicability of OCBIL theory to conserving biodiversity at global scale. For this reason, this project 
aims at testing OCBILs predictions in the Mediterranean Basin. 
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