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Research theme 1 

Titolo: Re-Wild vs Neo-insediamenti in aree montane: implicazioni su biodiversità naturale e antropogenica 
nelle Alpi occidentali e/o nell'Appennino settentrionale 
Title: Re-Wild vs Neo-settlement in mountain areas: implications on natural and anthropogenic biodiversity 
in Western Alps and/or North Apennines. 
Tutor (name and email) and eventual co-tutor: Mauro Mariotti m.mariotti@unige.it  
Program description including the formation program abroad 
The abandonment of land and settlements can be considered an opportunity for the renaturation of 
ecosystems. To what extent? For millennia, mankind has shaped landscapes through agriculture and, in 
Europe, the centuries-old interaction between humans and ecosystems has strongly influenced cultural 
heritage, but many agricultural land and settlements are now abandoned, especially in the montane areas. 
The program focuses on the consequences that the loss of traditional rural landscapes on the one hand and 
renaturation on the other have on the diversity and richness of plant species, the plant communities, and the 
ecosystem services. Therefore, the program will question and assess recent and future dynamics of the 
biodiversity drivers behind abandonment. 
The PhD student will enter a team of tens of researchers and doctoral students from the Department of Earth, 
Environment and Life Sciences collaborating with a lot of Natural Protected Areas and contributing to the 
CLOE interdisciplinary programme (https://cloe.dp.unige.it/en/). 

Financial support: H2020-MSCA-COFUND-2020 “CLOE - Training to complexity: multidisciplinary approaches 
to rural and mountain sustainable development and conservation” GA n. 101034449 https://cloe.dp.unige.it/en/fellowship 
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