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Program description including the formation program abroad 

IAS are species whose introduction and spread outside their natural ecological range poses a real threat to 
biodiversity and the economy. It is estimated that there are already over 12,000 alien species present in 
Europe, of which around 10–15% are invasive. Some of them can damage the functioning of entire 
ecosystems. A number of EU funds can be used to assist Member States in eradicating or managing IAS on 
their territory, including the Rural Development Programme, INTERREG and the EU LIFE fund. 
Mountain rural settlements have a long-lasting local and landscape-scale legacy, and imprint a unique 
signature on the flora, that we can observe also after their abandonment. The program is aimed to 
understand the links between IAS and rural communities and factoring these into cost-benefit models is 
complex, depending upon a range of local-level attributes such as the time since invasion, abundance, impacts 
on biodiversity and local-level costs and benefits. 
The PhD student will enter a team of tens of researchers and doctoral students from the Department of Earth, 
Environment and Life Sciences collaborating with a lot of Natural Protected Areas and contributing to the 
CLOE interdisciplinary programme (https://cloe.dp.unige.it/en/). 

Financial support: H2020-MSCA-COFUND-2020 “CLOE - Training to complexity: multidisciplinary approaches 
to rural and mountain sustainable development and conservation” GA n. 101034449 https://cloe.dp.unige.it/en/fellowship  
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