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Program description including the formation program abroad (Inglese)

This project is aimed to tackle benthic community variation along sedimentary cores collected along an
offshore transect in the Tigullio gulf (NW ltaly). The identification at species level of the entire benthic
community of major fossiliferous groups (i.e., foraminifera and ostracoda) will shed light on opportunistic
versus generalistic taxa and their variation trough time and space will increase our knowledge on key
indicator for stressed versus pristine environmental conditions. The outcomes will be of pivotal importance
to establish a new set of reference taxa that might enable historical biomonitoring in both marine protected
areas and heavily polluted sites using palaeontological data.

Specifically, the candidate will have the opportunity to study already sliced cores collected along an
environmental gradient and pick completely the biogenic particles preserved.

The three years candidature will include a specific 1-month full time training at the International School of
Foraminifera (06/2022) (scholarship available), 2 months training in taphonomic process in Florida (US) (07-
08/2022) (scholarship available) and few weeks experience at the Anton Dhorn station (NA, It) and at the
University of Urbino (DISPeA).

Collaboration and abroad experiences:
e Florida Museum of Natural History: collaboration on palaeoecological applications
e JAMSTEC (JP): collaboration on geochemical applications on foraminifera.
e Vienna University: collaboration on actuopaleontology and palaeoecology.

Financial support: departmental funds availaible
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